
Math 

8th Grade Team 

 During the month of April, ELA classes explored numerous types of poetry.  Stu-

dents composed and illustrated Bio-poems and idioms to share using their 

knowledge of figurative language.   

Moving into the month of May, classes are applying content from a Social Studies unit on WWII.  Classes 

will be reading narrative nonfiction; specifically The Diary of Anne Frank. 
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April flew by and we are almost in the home stretch.  Students have been busy with 

special events, spring sports, and field trips this month.   

Eighth graders started the month with a busy day in the city.  They visited Ellis Island, 

The Freedom Tower, and Liberty Island!  To wrap up the month, students toured the 

FDR home and presidential library in Hyde Park.      

To celebrate Earth Day, Mrs. Mayfield’s science classes wrote Earth Day poems.    

Third quarter report cards were posted to the Parent Portal and sent home with stu-

dents.   Please continue to check the homework website for assignments.    

  

English Language Arts 

What’s Happening... 

The 8th grade students worked on functions, applications of functions, and re-

viewed for the state test in April. Next month we plan on working with square 

roots, perfect squares, cube roots, sets of numbers, and the Pythagorean Theo-

rem.   

The Algebra 1 class worked on various types of graphs such as dot plots, cumulative frequency histo-

grams, stem-and-leaf plots, box plots, scatter plots, and measures of central tendency. They will be 

working on variability of data, bivariate data, and sequences in the month of May.  



8th graders went on two field trips this month.  One trip was to Hyde Park, NY to visit President 

Franklin Roosevelt's home and presidential library.  The other trip was a visit to Ellis Island, the 

Statue of Liberty, 9/11 Memorial, One World Trade Center Observatory and a walk through 

NYC's financial district.  April was also the month of 8th graders completing a unit on the Great 

Depression as well as researching various aspects of World War II.   At the end of the month, 

the 8th grade presented their projects to the 4th & 5th graders (and some 6th graders too.)  
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Eighth graders wrapped up their study of calculating speed.  Real life word prob-

lems made the topic relevant for students.  The study of motion continues in May.  

In-class demonstrations and simulations will contribute to students’ understanding 

of motion and inertia.  Classes will start reviewing for the NYS assessment at the 

end of May (lab performance test) and written on June 5th.  

Living Environment studied evolution and classification during April.  We finish up 

with Genetics and start reviewing for the Regents in June!   

Science 

Spanish 

Social Studies 

During the month of April, classes focused on a large unit about gifts and going shopping. 

There were a variety of learning outcomes which included writing in new tenses, writing 

and speaking using the Spanish "WH" questions words, and speaking with dialogues. Our 

new unit on vacations will also have a lot of new vocabulary.  

Although it may seem early to do so, students should begin to review the material from the beginning of the year 

in order to prepare for their cumulative end of the year exam.   

The chorus and band have been working through possible selections for the 

spring concert.  They will be attending the Music in the Parks competition at 

Dorney Park in Allentown, PA on June 2, 2017.    

 

Congratulations to Mary Calandra and Tyler Leote for their outstanding per-

formance on April 22nd at the Junior High All-County Band Festival! 

Music and Band 



Information Literacy 
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P.E. Update 
 

This month we tested our students in the PACER Test which is an essential part of 

the Fitnessgram program. We were very pleased to see that the overwhelming 

majority of our students have increased their scores from when they were tested 

earlier this year.  The students continue to work hard every class to improve on 

all of their Fitnessgram scores such as push-ups, sit-ups, and flexibility.  

We also began our Frisbee unit which will continue over the next couple of 

weeks as well.  During this unit the students will be playing frisbee games such as ultimate frisbee, frisbee 

golf, and "kan-jam".    

Read and enjoy a baseball game for FREE! Greenwood Lake's elementary and mid-

dle school students have the opportunity to earn tickets to see a Rockland Boulder's 

baseball game through the contest 'Read for the Rockland Boulders Record'. By read-

ing, students win prizes that include a certificate, up to 6 free tickets, a free t-shirt 

and the opportunity to throw out the first pitch of the game!  

The reading period will be April 24th- May 12th. Students will be receiving their reading logs in class and can 

come to the library with any questions. Happy Reading!    

Art 
Building on the One Point Perspective project from last year, the 

8th grade art students are now drawing the hallways of GWLMS.  It 

is a difficult project but the students are finding much success.  

Yearbook are now on sale. The price of the yearbook is $22.00 and payments 

can be sent in to Mr. Ferry at any time to guarantee a for your student.  

Yearbook 


